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•	 Characteristics of two-sided markets

•	 Economic analysis

•	 Competition law implications

•	 Recent cases
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EU COMPETITION 
LAW WORKSHOPS

ERA‘s EU competition law workshops 

in Brussels aim to provide a deep 

analysis of key concepts of European 

antitrust law. For each topic, the 

latest trends, the recent case law 

and the main challenges will be 

presented and debated by high-level 

speakers.

Objective
This workshop will deal with the 

phenomenon of two-sided markets 

from competition law and economic 

perspectives. The particularities of 

such markets and their impact on the 

assessment of market dominance and 

of concentrations will be explained. 

Who should attend?
Lawyers in private practice, in-

house counsel, representatives of 

national competition authorities and 

economists dealing with competition 

issues.

Organiser
Eirini Volikou (ERA)

Language
English



.

You may also be interested in:

State Aid Proceedings and Litigation
EU administrative and procedural law in State aid matters

•	 Procedural issues arising from administrative State aid 
proceedings before the European Commission

•	 Key procedural changes in the framework of State Aid 
Modernisation

•	 Judicial review proceedings of State aid decisions in the EU 
courts and related challenges

•	 Recovery of unlawful or misused State aid
•	 Private enforcement of State aid rules
•	 Enforcement of EU State aid rules in national judicial 

proceedings

Brussels, 15-16 May 2014; Event no.: 214D75

More information at: www.era.int/?124304&en

Thursday, 3 April 2014
Speakers

Thomas Graf, Partner, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton 
LLP, Brussels
Lawyer active in EU competition law, regulatory affairs and intellectual 
property law. His experience includes work in a number of industries, 
including IT, pharmaceuticals, media, sports rights, energy and 
engineering. Editor of the Kluwer Competition Law Blog and a member 
of the Editorial Advisory Board of Kluwer Competition Law.

Alfonso Lamadrid de Pablo, Senior Associate, Garrigues 
LLP, Brussels
Lawyer with extensive experience on cartels, other restrictive 
agreements and abuses of dominance, merger control and State 
aid before European and Spanish competition authorities and 
Courts across a wide array of sectors, including technology, 
telecommunications, sports, food and construction. Author and speaker 
on EU and Spanish competition law matters, co-editor of the legal blog  
www.chillingcompetition.com, co-director of the annual course on 
competition law held at the IEB (Madrid) and visiting Professor at the 
Brussels School of Competition.

Dr Lars Wiethaus, Principal, E.CA Economics, Brussels
Economist with extensive experience in all areas of competition policy and 
regulation and, notably, mergers, abuse of dominance, quantification 
of damages and the telecommunications and energy sectors. He has 
published extensively and also serves as a reviewer for academic journals 
on competition and regulation.

13:30 Arrival and registration of participants 

14:00 Welcome and introduction

Chair: Alfonso Lamadrid

14:15 Economic approach: Analysis of a two-sided market
•	 What	are	the	characteristics	of	a	two-sided	market?	

What	are	“network	effects”?
•	 What	are	examples	of	two-sided	markets?	 

Payment cards, online search engines, trading 
platforms and beyond.

•	 Can	the	normal	tools	for	one-sided	market	definition	
be	employed?	Where	is	there	need	to	deviate?

•	 What	is	the	Upward	Pricing	Pressure	(UPP)	concept	
and its role?

•	 Case	study:	market	analysis	for	competition	
assessment

 Lars Wiethaus

15:15 Discussion

15:40 Coffee break

16:10 Competition law approach: focus on concentrations  
 and abuse of dominance in two-sided markets

•	 In	what	respect	is	a	two-sided	market	analysis	
important for a competition assessment?

•	 How	can	we	correctly	assess	market	power	in	a	two-
sided market? Does the latter facilitate exploitative 
or exclusionary practices, such as predatory pricing 
and tying and bundling?

•	 What	role	does	such	a	market	play	for	the	clearance	
of a concentration? Are efficiencies more likely for 
mergers	in	two-sided	markets?	What	remedies	can	
be employed? 

•	 How	has	the	Commission	handled	this	concept	in	
recent decisions?

•	 What	was	the	practical	impact	of	two-sidedness	in	
recent cases? Google, MasterCard, Microsoft/Yahoo, 
Microsoft/Skype  

Thomas Graf

17:30 Discussion

17:45 End of the workshop

Programme may be subject to amendment

Fee for work-
shop 2/2014

Standard
EU and ERA 

patrons
Young lawyers
& other groups

Registration before 
3 March 2014

€ 270 €161 € 202,50

Registration after 
3 March 2014

€ 300 €180 € 225

Online registration
and more information at www.era.int/?124291&en

Event number
214D71

Contact
Uta Ellerhorst
Assistant European Business Law
Tel.: +49 651 93737-221; Fax: +49 651 93737-773
E-mail: UEllerhorst@era.int
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